
Detroit Section of the Society of Plastics Engineers 
 Board Meeting Minutes 

May 11, 2026 Meeting
Meeting Location
ACC Troy / ZOOM/ phone
Board Member Attendance-    Murali Chandrasekhar -Bob held proxy, Neil Fuenmayor, Bernd 
Henkelmann,  Sandra McClelland, Tom Miller, Dave Okonski,  Bob Petrach, Rob Philp,  Keith Siopes, 
Chris Surbrook.  10/17 voting 
Not present – Jitesh Desai, Todd Hogan, Matt Parkinson, Tom Pickett, Armando Sardanopoli, Laura 
Shereda,   Sassan Tarahomi, 
Note Richard Umemoto has resigned.
Emeritus Board (non voting)  Norm Kakarala 
Non board members –  Greg Boston- General Polymers,  Dawn Cooper – golf outing chair, Riley 
Green – General Polymers, Hunter Nofs  – General Polymers, Dave Sheridan

Meeting Call to order
Meeting was called to order at 5:33 pm by President Rob Philp. Rob said we would focus on golf 
outing coming up June 16, Dream Cruise activities, and ANTEC brief from Dave. Rob thanked Dave 
for representing us at ANTEC and welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Role was called with 10 out of 17 members present, establishing a quorum.

Approval of the Minutes  Rob Philp
Minutes of March 9, 2026 Board Meeting were pending approval. Rob referenced copies Bob sent 
out for review. Neil moved minutes be approved as presented for 2026-03-09. Dave seconded. 
Motion passed. 

Treasurer’s report Dave Okonski
Dave reviewed reports. The Detroit Section is presently financially solvent with a checking 

account balance of $166,285.17 and an investment portfolio having a market value of about 
$4.3M.  For the period 7/1/2025 to 5/10/2026, income exceeded expenses by $8,335.61

Financial Performance,  BUDGET 
(Entire Fiscal Year) 

 ACTUAL   (7/1/25 - 5/10/26) 

 INCOME $ 1,138,000.00 $ 500,790.85

 EXPENSES $ 1,113,165.00 $ 492,455.24
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026

For the period 3/8/2026 to 5/10/2026, income exceeded expenses by $53,241.85

Financial Performance  BUDGET  ACTUAL



3/8/2026 through 5/10/2026
 INCOME $ 237,166.68 $ 93,430.00

 EXPENSES $ 230,765.85 $ 40,188.15

Bob moved treasurer’s report be approved as presented. Sandra 
seconded. Motion passed. 

Education/ Scholarship Committee Sandra McClelland 
Education initiatives continue with PlastiVan® visits, essay contests, and scholarships, though 
budget and participation challenges remain.
PlastiVan® Visits: Concluded, spent all of $75,850 budget. .

Essay Contest: Received 35 essays in the northern region, from a mix of middle school and high 
schools, and received 30 essays in the south, all from high schools.
Todd has not made North Division awards yet.
South Division awards were presented May 6..
Tom thanked all those who read and judged essays. 



Committee elected to also give an honorable mention essay as this essay demonstrates why we do 
what we do.

The April 17 visit by students from William D Ford students went very well.
A thank you from Stacey Barnard, instructor is included.

Rob thanked Tom and Sandra for efforts organizing this.

The board continues to consolidate scholarship funds under the Education budget for clearer 
accounting and coordination. Education Committee is working on budget for next year to be 
approved at the June planning meeting. If you have any ideas you would like included in the plan, 
please contact Tom and Sandra by May 29.

Sustainability Conference Sassan Tarahomi
Rob explained that due to lack of sponsors that the Sustainability Conference was canceled despite 
two years of effort from the team.



Rob explained that the $12,500 deposit paid last year was forfeited, but Huntington Place would 
use it as a credit if we scheduled another event. Time period on that credit was not clear. Rob said 
Huntington Place staff was very good to work with.  Information on conference has been removed 
from our website.

Dream Cruise Event Bernd Henkelmann
Event will be August 15. Save the date flyer to be ready by Golf outing. Working on details. Neil 
mentioned it is still joint with Automotive though amount of their participation is TBD. Bernd asked 
Sandra and Tom to share information with students.
More joint events possible.

Rob mentioned future of EAV was in doubt. Norm said EAV was scheduled for May 18-19 2027.

Back to Dream Cruise Neil thought more signage was needed. Our event is not open to the public 
but we want to make our presence known.

Golf Outing Dawn Cooper
Dawn reported that it will be at Cherry Creek June 16, 2026.  Rob commented that it is a great 
course and Cherry Creek was a great host. Minimum number of foursomes to break even is 18 and 
at this time look good with 8 to date and at least 10 in the works. A request was made to come up 
with a dinner only price for those not interested in golfing.
Neil asked about prizes, Dawn said there will be a few but effort did not match reward in the past

Toy Program Ron Philp
Dawn was willing to take lead on this. Still trying to figure out details. AMT tooling that was 
supposed to be a part of the Rose City facility auction was not.  Neil recapped last year’s effort by 
him and Karen buying recycled content plastic toys on Amazon and using ESD’s distribution system.
Hope to have a committee and direction by June meeting. Dawn noted that if we can figure out a 
way to manufacture our own toys, she could handle distribution, distribution network continues to 
ask he about the program. Rob thanked Dawn for her efforts on this. A follow-up meeting for June 
18th at 11 a.m. via Zoom to further discuss toy manufacturing possibilities and other topics.

Membership/Next Gen Laura Shereda
No Report.

Internships Ron Philp
Rob has been connecting students with companies, but no successes yet. Greg asked what kind of 
internships, technical focused or business focused. General Polymers may have some business 
internships.  Everyone wold like to know what is reasonable pay range.

Student Chapter Meeting Planning Ron Philp
The group discussed organizing a meeting with a student chapter, potentially at Kettering or MSU, 
though timing presents challenges due to Kettering's variable schedule. They agreed to explore 
holding the meeting after summer break, with Rob taking the lead on contacting the A section 
folks. Conversation then shifted back to to challenges with finding internships for students, 



particularly in the plastics industry, where companies are cutting back on intern programs due to 
budget constraints. Rob proposed creating a website section with intake forms to match students 
with potential internship opportunities, and the group discussed potential formats for combining 
their board meeting with the student chapter meeting.

Newsletter Ron Philp
The group discussed the need to produce a newsletter, with Bob proposing that everyone 
contribute on what they do within the section. Due date September 4th.vRob reviewed the 
importance of having all members contribute content rather than relying on one person to compile 
everything. There should be an article on elections and an update about the ANTEC conference in 
Pittsburgh, which focused on smart manufacturing and AI integration in injection molding and 
extrusion processes.

Nomination and Elections Bob Petrach
Current board members with terms ending 6-30-2026 are Todd Hogan, Armando Sardanopoli, 
Keith Siopes, Chris Surbrook, and Richard Umemoto. Richard has resigned. Todd Hogan, Armando 
Sardanopoli, Keith Siopes, and Chris Surbrook, have agreed to run for reelection. Dave Sheridan also 
will be a candidate. Neil and Karen coordinating elections through SPE as we are runnig too late to try 
running our own election.

ANTEC Dave Okonski
Dave said focus was on smart manufacturing incorporating AI into design.
Monday before the leadership meeting an informal councilors meeting was held by some focusing on 
the merger.

SPE-Plastics Industry Association Merger
The meeting focused on the merger between SPE and the Plastics Industry Association. Rob explained 
that SPE remains a separate division with individual memberships while gaining access to the larger 
association's marketing and conference management resources. The discussion covered potential 
collaboration opportunities, including having SPE-run pavilions within NPE manufacturing floors and 
leveraging Plastics Industry Association's marketing capabilities to boost conference attendance. The 
conversation ended with planning for upcoming board elections, where several current. ANTEC will be 
at NPE.
Plastics Industry Association is very interested in the work of the SPE Foundation and expaning it to 
help with workforce development.

New Business
None
Next meeting is June 22, 2026 and will be in person at ACC and virtual.

Bob made a motion to adjourn, Bernd seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm.

AGAIN Next BOD Meeting:  June 22, 2026 ACC and Zoom 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Minutes respectfully submitted Robert V. Petrach, Jr. Secretary SPE Detroit.

Agenda from today’s meeting follows.
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