
Detroit Section of the Society of Plastics Engineers 
 Board Meeting Minutes                                                                   

November 17, 2025 Meeting
Meeting Location
ZOOM/ phone only
Board Member Attendance-     Neil Fuenmayor(Rob held proxy) , Bernd Henkelmann,  Sandra 
McClelland, Tom Miller, Dave Okonski , Matt Parkinson, Bob Petrach, Rob Philp, Tom Pickett, Keith 
Siopes, Chris Surbrook,  Sassan Tarahomi,  Richard Umemoto. 13/18 voting (included proxies)
Emeritus Board Member Present – Norm Kakarala (non voting)
Not present – Murali Chandrasekhar, Jitesh Desai, Todd Hogan, Armando Sardanopoli,  Laura 
Shereda,      
Guests – Titus Francis (Kettering)

For this Rob turned on the AI Meeting Assets function. I thought the summary was well worth 
sharing for a quick recap. Maybe this type of recap is appropriate for newsletter along with 
Treasurer’s report Things are a bit jumbled but it does cover the meeting.

“The SPE Detroit Section Board of Directors meeting covered updates on the Sustainability World 
Congress and various educational initiatives, including scholarship programs and student chapter 
activities. The board reviewed financial matters including budget allocations, spending reports, and
newsletter content, while also discussing upcoming events such as the Innovative Awards Gala and
a planned holiday dinner. The conversation ended with discussions about future planning, 
including potential collaborations with other institutions and the scheduling of various section 
activities.”

Meeting Call to order
Meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm by President Rob Philp. Rob welcomed everyone to the 
meeting and apologized for having to cancel September meeting, but explained some difficulties 
with TPO conference demanded his attention to assure its success.

Role was called with 10 out of 18 members present, establishing a quorum at the time, there were 
a few that joined later as is shown in above attendance list.

Approval of the Minutes  Rob Philp
Minutes of 2025-06-23 Board Meeting were pending approval. Rob referenced copies Bob sent out 
for review September 8.  Neil moved minutes be approved as presented for 2025-06-23.  Dave 
seconded. Motion passed. 



President’s Message Rob Philp
Rob thanked everyone for being here and apologized to Sandra and let us know that Sassan would 
present his report first, then we’d do Kettering student chapter report and Education report and 
then back to regular agenda.

Sustainability Conference Sassan Tarahomi
Sassan reviewed his report on Sustainability Conference for June 9-11, 2026.

9 Keynote Speakers & 88 Technical Presenters are
committed, yellow time slot areas on slide need work.
Meeting on second Monday of month was poorly attended
due to conflicts

Sassan reported
sponsorships need
help.
Rob to follow up
with contact at
Sirmax regarding
SWC sponsorship.



Biggest problem is paid sponsorships. If you can help, please do so.

Education/ Scholarship  Committee Sandra McClelland 
Tom Miller introduced Titus Francis of Kettering University thanked the section for its 

support and told of  recent activities, including hands-on experiments and a recycling plant visit, 
and outlined plans for upcoming events such as a talk on polymers in fireproofing and activities 
using bottle caps and polymer clay. Sandra asked about AIAG. Seven students attended,  4 receiving
awards. activities. Kettering is interested in working with other student chapters. Tom Miller will set
up conference call between three main student chapters for collaboration

Sandra/Tom Miller will coordinate with Mark Richardson to schedule PlastiVan® visit for 
Future Cities in January.



Essay contest.  Everyone should judge.  Deadline is February 27, 2026! Make time in early 
March to judge.   For those board members concerned about the use of AI to write essays contact 
Tom Miller thomas1.miller@celanese.com  and/or Todd Hogan tahogan@dow.com  if you want to 
be part of the group discussion and set guidelines for use.  Note, DO NOT need to be a board 
member or Detroit Section member to judge. It is a way to get people involved. Titus said he had 
volunteered to judge.

Membership/Next Gen Laura Shereda
No report.

Nominations and Elections Bob Petrach
There are no elections in near future. Next election will be for Councilor, preparation starts late 
2026. Tom Miller’s current term runs to ANTEC 2027 which is assumed to be concurrent with NPE 
2027 on May 3-7, 2027 Tom is eligible for a second three year term. Current board officers serve 
through June 30, 2027 so slate should be set late first quarter 2027.

Annual Toy Program (Dec. 2025) / Golf Outing Rob Philp
Toys      Rob reported that we were contributing to the ESD toy program. Neil and Karen had

contacted Elana Shelef at EDS and we’d be drop shipping Amazon purchases direct to ESD. Plan is 
to purchase toys manufactured with recycled plastics as we did last year.  

Golf Outing Rob reported that he just signed contract with Cherry Creek. Dawn will chair 
event which is scheduled for June 16, 2026. 

Website updates Rob Philp
Sandra asked about meeting schedule showing December 8 meeting. Rob agreed it should 

be canceled. Next meeting will be  January 12, 2026.  Holiday dinner will be December 11 at Ocean 
Prime in Troy. Visit to WD Ford and visit to Ford AM center to be either 12/4 or 12/12.
Rob will work with Ramesh Iyer, automotive Division Chair to coordinate schedules.
Sassan said he’s ready to have Mid Michigan Plastics host a meeting, give a tour and do 
presentation in person (in West Branch) and on line maybe having a remote set up in Troy so a 
group can gather. 

Treasurer’s report Dave Okonski
Dave presented report. Two files are submitted for the Board’s review – Performance to 

Budget for the time 7/1/2025 to 6/30/2026 and the Check Registry for the time 10/20/2025 to 
11/14/2025.
The Detroit Section is presently financially solvent with a checking account balance of $181,924.49 
and an investment portfolio having a market value of about $4.1M.  For the period 7/1/2025 to 
11/14/2025, income exceeded expenses by $23,974.93.

Financial Performance,  BUDGET
(Entire Fiscal Year) 

 ACTUAL             (7/1/25 -
11/14/25) 

 INCOME $ 1,138,000.00 $ 197,860.85
 EXPENSES $ 1,113,165.00 $ 173,885.92

Fiscal Year: July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026

For the period 10/20/2025 to 11/14/2025, income exceeded expenses by $16,460.21.
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Financial Performance
10/20/2025 through 11/14/2025

 BUDGET                 ACTUAL

 INCOME $ 94,866.67 $ 75,985.35
 EXPENSES $ 92,306.34 $ 59,525.14

 The federal income taxes for SPE Detroit Section have been completed and accepted by the 
IRS.  As required, tax forms have been uploaded to SPE Headquarters. Dave had a question in 
regards to Ecotek Labs tax exempt status. Keith verified through Google search that they were non 
profit, Dave noted we must exercise care and explain contributions to organization that are no non 
profit.

Dave will place stop payment on three outstanding scholarship checks if not cashed by 
December 31st. Tom Miller will send messages to three scholarship recipients to remind them to 
cash their checks. 

Sassan moved to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented, Keith seconded. Motion 
passed without opposition.

Bylaws    Rob Philp
In interest of time and inactivity, Rob skipped this, moved to Newsletter.

Newsletter  Rob Philp
Rob is working with Jill Houser to put a December newsletter together before Christmas. If you 
have content/ photos, send to Rob. Sandra and Tom Miller to finalize newsletter content from 
student chapters and scholarship winners. Rob will include  Sustainability World Conference 
update, sponsorship and essay contest information.

Old Business/ New Business
There is a SPE Chapter Leadership Roundtable on November 19th featuring Matt Seaholm., CEO of the Plastics 
Industry Association discussing the SPE - Plastics Industry Association merger. Rob noted that Pat Farrey offered 
to come to a Detroit BoD meeting to discuss the merger concluded it was not necessary or constructive. 

Next meeting is January 12, 2026 and will be in person at ACC and virtual.

Keith made a motion to adjourn, Sassan seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:38 
pm.

AGAIN Next BOD Meeting:January 12, 2026 ACC and Zoom 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Minutes respectfully submitted Robert V. Petrach, Jr. Secretary SPE Detroit.

Agenda from today’s meeting is on following page.




