
Detroit Section of the Society of Plastics Engineers 
 Board Meeting Minutes                                                                   
October 20, 2025 Meeting

Meeting Location
ZOOM/ phone
Board Member Attendance-    Murali Chandrasekhar, Neil Fuenmayor, Bernd Henkelmann (Neil 
Fuenmayor held proxy),  Sandra McClelland, Tom Miller, Dave Okonski , Matt Parkinson, Bob 
Petrach, Rob Philp, Tom Pickett, Armando Sardanopoli,  Laura Shereda, Keith Siopes, Chris Surbrook
(Tom Miller held proxy),  Sassan Tarahomi,  14/17 voting (included proxies)
Emeritus Board Member Present – Norm Kakarala (non voting)
Not present – Jitesh Desai, Todd Hogan, , Richard Umemoto.     
Guests – Amanda Labon (FSU), Emily Frederick (FSU) 

Meeting Call to order
Meeting was called to order at 5:36 pm by President Rob Philp. Rob welcomed everyone to the 
meeting and apologized for having to cancel September meeting, but explained some difficulties 
with TPO conference demanded his attention to assure its success.

Role was called and is shown in above attendance list.

Approval of the Minutes  Rob Philp
Minutes of 2025-06-23 Board Meeting were pending approval. Rob referenced copies Bob sent out 
for review September8.  Neil moved minutes be approved as presented for 2025-06-23.  Dave 
seconded. Motion passed. 

President’s Message Rob Philp
Rob thanked everyone for the work they were doing and had done over the summer. Dream Cruise 
event was a great success. Rob then told us we had guests from Ferris State University.

Education/ Scholarship  Committee Sandra McClelland 
Sandra noted that Tom Miller was the section coordinator for FSU. Tom introduced Emily Frederick,
President of FSU SPE student chapter and Amanda Lavon Treasure who had just returned from the 
K Show.
Emily told us of the networking opportunities at various events like the K Show, AIAG, companies 
and specific events to pull in freshman such as movie night, cookie decorating, pumpkin carving. 
They also work on recruiting new students as public perception of plastics is “not so good’. They 
work with local high school students and social media posts on TikTok, Instagram, and Facebook 
and also use those channels for fund raising. Amanda thanked us for opportunity to go to the K 



show. She told of of networking with companies such as Engel and Haitian. There will be a 
newsletter article with many pictures coming to us for the newsletter.
Tom asked how many student would be at AIAG, Amanda said 8 she’d provide details to Tom by 
Wednesday.

Armando asked what how much plastics program enrollment had decrease at FSU noting the 
Schoolcraft College had closed up for lack of students. Amanda said preCOVID she’d estimate about
20 student per class and currently is 13. Armando asked about starting salaries for graduates. Emily
said range was from about $65-80K with average in $70-75k range.
Neil asked if we could coordinate social media posts and also asked if there was a SPE booth at 
K show.   There was a SPE Booth at K Show, Emily will work on coordination of events. Rob said he 
would like to schedule a Detroit Section meeting at FSU. Emily will work with Rob on that.
Sandra noted that this was the first time that we had sponsored students trips to the K Show and 
was pleased with result.
Sandra then moved back to report slides. 
Kettering recently visited Greater Laingsburg Community Recycling Center
MSU student chapter updates are on its website 
https://msu.campuslabs.com/engage/organization/spe-msu and keeps moving forward with new 
ideas. SPE HQ designed logo for MSU Student chapter website to assure compliance.

PlastiVan® visits New cost is $1850 per visit. Armando asked to be notified when Taylor schools are

Scholarships

https://msu.campuslabs.com/engage/organization/spe-msu


Sandra noted that applicants 
can apply and possibly receive 
scholarships from both SPE 
Foundation and Detroit 
section.

The unspent $4774 can be 
used to support the TPO 
scholarships.

Sandra updated us on Wayne County Career Center. https://wcccmi.org/ They purchased old 
Salvation Army facility and will include both men’s and women’s dorms on campus.  This 
opportunity  was identified by Mike Kirtley - past president Detroit Section.  Initial funding for year 
2025-2026 is $10,000, Dave noted it
may be used on PlastiVan® visits to
the career center.

https://wcccmi.org/


Sandra reviewed budget to date.

Essay Contest
There will be a discussion on use of AI in essays. Tom and Todd will lead discussion. If you are 
interested in participating in that discussion contact one of them.

Sustainability Conference Sassan Tarahomi
Sassan reviewed his report on Sustainability Conference for June 9-11, 2026.
Sassan reported payment of  invoices are lagging.. Everything else is running smoothly.
Neil asked what was the cost to be a sponsor or exhibitor. 
Sassan explained that it can vary from $1000 to $50,000 depending on desired square footage. He 
also noted as far as setup and amenities at Huntington place, exhibitors make their own 
arrangements with Huntington Place on its contractors.

Membership/Next Gen Laura Shereda
No report.

Nominations and Elections Bob Petrach
There are no elections inn near future. Next election will be for Councilor. Tom Miller’s current 
term runs to ANTEC 2027 which is assumed to be concurrent with NPE 2027 on May 3-7, 2027.

So election would have to be concluded by that time. Additionally, current board officers serve 
through June 30, 2027 so work om next election probably will begin  January or February 2027.

Annual Toy Program (Dec. 2025) / Golf Outing Rob Philp
r

Rob reported that we were planning to purchase toys manufactured with recycled plastics as we 
did last year.  Sandra asked if we were going to include labels. She thought Maple Press would be 
willing to supply as they did when APT molded the toys. Neil thought it was a great idea. We’d have



to work out logistics of adding to purchase toys prior to delivering to ESD as were were going to 
donate the toys to their distribution efforts. Last year we spent about $1500 on toys and would 
plan on similar or more.
Rob asked if money was in budget.  Dave explained that we just use the Admin-Special category 
and there is $20K in there. Dave also noted that food needs are more this year and we may want to
contribute to something like Forgotten Harvest or a food bank.  We also could work with DPD, 
many police departments carry plush toys in scout cars and there are recycled content plush toys. 
He said we actually spent closer to $1300 last year. 
Rob and Neil will work out details.

Golf Outing Rob reported that he just signed contract with Cherry Creek. Dawn will chair event 
which is scheduled for June 16, 2026.

Treasurer’s report Dave Okonski
Dave presented report. The Detroit Section is presently financially solvent with a checking account 
balance of $153,387.56 and an investment portfolio having a market value of about $4.0M
Most of our investments are in stocks and account has been doing well. There are TPO bills on the 
horizon so Dave will get with Neil and Rob to decide how much to add from investment funds to 
checking account.

Financial Performance,  BUDGET
(Entire Fiscal Year) 

 ACTUAL             (7/1/25 -
10/20/25) 

 INCOME $ 1,138,000.00 $ 121,875.50
 EXPENSES $ 1,113,165.00 $ 126,437.50

Fiscal Year: July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026

For the period 7/1/2025 to 10/20/2025, expenses exceeded income by $4,562.

Financial Performance
7/1/2025 through 10/20/2025

 BUDGET                 ACTUAL

 INCOME $ 379,066.64 $ 121,875.50
 EXPENSES $ 374,714.28 $ 126,437.50

 Dave noted that there are seven outstanding checks, all scholarships, we need to get students to 
cash ASAP. These checks are the biggest source of fraud and we are fortunate 5th 3rd is vigilant and 
calls Dave is there is anything suspicious.

Bob moved to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented, Sandra seconded. Motion passed 
without opposition.

Dave will start working on taxes this week and was happy to report that Tom Powers called him to 
ask if he’s started on the taxes and they had a great conversation.

Bylaws  Rob Philp
In interest of time, Rob skipped this and went directly to New/Old Business.

Old Business/ New Business



Rob referenced all the phishing scams, he said he even got an email from himself today asking to 
send gift cards to Rob Philp to cover an urgent expense.
No one in SPE is going to ask you to make a payment with Zelle, PayPal, Bitcoin, gift cards etc. Just 
ignore and report as SPAM.

Rob did say joint Dream Cruise event (with Automotive Division) was a great success. We had tent, 
porta potty,  music, and food. It was well attended by SPE Detroit members and several students 
also showed up. We have already rented same location for next year. Neil though numbers from 
Automotive were light.

Rob has a Dream Cruise article done with photos fro the newsletter.

AIAG is November 5 at Laurel Manor in Livonia. If you are interested in being at the SPE Detroit 
table, contact Karen.

Christmas Dinner, will do at Ocean Prime again, Karen if working on available dates and will let us 
know the date as soon as she can.

Next meeting is November 17, 2025 and will be virtual only.

Neil made a motion to adjourn, Sandra seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 7:32 
pm.

AGAIN Next BOD Meeting: November 17, 2025 and will be virtual only. Zoom 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Minutes respectfully submitted Robert V. Petrach, Jr. Secretary SPE Detroit.

Agenda from today’s meeting is on following page.




