
Society of Plastics Engineers Detroit Section Board Meeting Minutes                                                                   
January 8, 2024 Meeting

Meeting Location
ZOOM/ phone and ACC

Board Member Attendance-   Dawn Cooper, Neil Fuenmayor, Mary Gilliam, Mahmoodul Haq – 
Sandra held proxy, Bernd Henkelmann,  Sandra McClelland, Tom Miller, Dave Okonski – Mary held 
proxy, Bob Petrach, Rob Philp, Martin Popella,  Armando Sardanopoli, Laura Shereda, Chris 
Surbrook,  Sassan Tarahomi – Norm held proxy, Richard Umemoto, Eve Vitale, Fang Wang.   
18/22 voting (included proxies)
Emeritus Board Member Present – Norm Kakarala (non voting)
Not present – Todd Hogan, Adrian Merrington, Tom Pickett, Keith Siopes.     Emeritus (non voting) 
not present, unable to attend, internet out– Tom Powers
Guests – none

Meeting Call to order
Meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by President Rob Philp.
Roll Call  Rob Philp
Rob asked Bob to call the roll. At the time of roll call 16/22 were in attendance (included proxies).

Approval of the Minutes  Rob Philp
Minutes of 2023-11-06 Board Meeting were pending approval.
Rob referenced copy Bob sent out for review on 2024-01-02 with his meeting RSVP.
Sandra moved minutes be approved, Neil seconded and motion was approved by voice vote. 

President’s Message  Rob Philp
 Rob received ACC contract and invoice for SPE Detroit use of office space. Invoice is for 

$5000. Rob asked us if there were any concerns. He will sign and approve invoice for 
payment.

 Committee to discuss possibility of new show (Sustainability Conference as brought up at 
2024-09-11 meeting) still has not met. Committee consists of Sassan, Neil, Dave, and Rob. 
Date was discussed, meeting set for 2024-01-16 @ noon to 1 pm.

 Material Auction Discussion
◦ Rob noted that, other than Neil, no one had responded to Dawn when asked which 

dates were preferred and no one stepped up to offer Dawn help and this.
◦ Rob asked if we truly want to do this event. He also pointed out we cannot leave Dawn 

hanging out there on her own.
◦ Neil asked  “does it make money” It has but been steadily declining as have amount and



quality of donations.
◦ Chris Surbrook gave some background. Material Auction doubles as both a money 

maker and a social event (at a Casino with nice meal and entertainment) Laura said last 
couple of years were a struggle to get material. Other discussion followed.

◦ It takes about 6 months to put it together
◦  no longer have warehouse facilities Don Root donated in the past
◦ is timing right? Chris mentioned doing in 4th quarter but challenge there is TPO, 

Thanksgiving, Automotive Innovations Awards Event, Holiday party, Christmas, etc.. 
 Armando asked if we should do virtually.

◦ General agreement was if we could set that up, it probably would be a good idea.
◦ We have had a virtual component in the past (silent auction)
◦ Sassan noted that he has material available for donation every month, but it has to be 

gone fast as storage is an issue. Sassan said we would be providing a service by getting 
rid of the material.  Chris noted that Sassan was by far the biggest generator of material 
for the auction in the past and we should definitely review social versus money making.

Action Item  Discussion concluded with action item. Need to have team meeting and set direction 
and act on that direction. Team consists of Dawn, Martin, Sassan, Chris, Rob, Tom Miller, Laura. 
Meeting to be held after discussion with Dawn who had not yet joined the meeting tonight.

 Presidential term
◦ Two year term for president was approved by second vote (e vote) of board. Board was 

notified by email 2023-12-18 that the motion to go to a two year term for the SPE 
Detroit President had been approved. Vote: 16 in favor, 1 opposed, and 5 did not vote.

◦ Bylaws need updating for this and other issues. Rob has started work with help of Bruce 
Mulholland and will call committee meeting soon. Committee consists of Rob, Laura, 
and Neil.

Action Item: Rob will call a Bylaws Committee meeting as soon as practical given other priorities.

 Council Election
◦ Current Councilor, Sassan Tarahomi, is term limited after two successive 3 year terms.
◦ New Councilor will take office in March at ANTEC so we need to conclude election to 

notify SPE 2 weeks before ANTEC. It also would be good to give new Councilor time to 
prepare to go to ANTEC to meet other Councilors and participate in training.

◦ Tom Miller has enthusiastically agree to be a candidate. Bob asked for other candidates. 
Board consensus was that Tom would be good. Norm pointed out that per SPE and 
Detroit bylaws we must hold an election with the General SPE Detroit membership 
voting. Bob nominated Tom Miller for Councilor, Rob seconded, motion passed.

Action Item:  Bob will put in request to SPE HQ this week to do an election and provide bio of Tom 
Miller.

 Website 
◦ Rob stated that the refresh underway and showed us a brief view. New website is ready 

launch anytime now, he and Rob Smuck just have to finish a few minor items. 
◦ Rob will send out notice when it is launched



Treasurer’s Report Dave Okonski
Dave was not in attendance. Bob asked Mary if, as she was Dave’s proxy, she could report Mary 
stated that she had not received the report.
There was no Treasurer’s report at the meeting.
For information and record purposes Dave and Tom compiled a treasure’s report through 1/8/24 
which was send to me 1/19/24. It is not approved and I would encourage board member to 
review and forward any questions to Dave and copy Rob so we can discuss/resolve at the March 
11, 2024 meeting along with reviewing and approving the report presented at that meeting. (you
can drag the inserted slides to expand to readable size.)

Education Sandra McClelland
Sandra could not give the normal Education report as she had no information from Treasurer.

She said the Essay contest was the next event. Deadline for submissions is February 26, 2024.
 Tom Miller explained the split in the Wonders of Plastics Essay contest (open to 3rd through 

12th grades) worked. It is split between North zone (Run by Todd Hogan) and South zone 
(run by Tom Miller). Essays are split among the judges and Todd and Tom compile results. If 
there are a lot of essays, there may be a second round of judging.

 Sandra stressed that the Education Committee wants everyone to be involved and judging 
essay contests is a good easy way with a small time commitment (a few hours) to get 



involved. And Neil noted that you do the reading and judging of essays on your own when 
convenient to your personal schedule. (of course meeting Tom and Todd’s deadlines)

 Judging is open to all Members. Rob asked if we send out a notice to the entire 
membership. Tom committed that that notice will be done.

 Target to complete judging is mid March. First place awards are given out in person
 Neil and Sassan noted opportunity for publicity and we should try to video. Sandra noted 

that a few years ago, with Eve’s help, we were able to video awards at Ecotek. Armando said
we also should get in local newspapers. Sandra explained we also try to have family 
members involve at presentation. Even with that, typically we do stay within budget on 
Essay contest.

Sandra reported student funds are ready to go to Ferris State. Funds are for student travel to 
ANTEC. Students will report back with newsletter article and photos for newsletter.

Sandra reported Armando’s efforts with SME have resulted in a plastics module being included in 
SME PRIME®.  PlastiVan® visits are set for two SME PRIME® schools at this time – William D. Ford 
Career Technical Center in Westland and Airport Community Schools in Carleton. Dates are TBD. 
Eve said Mark Richardson, SPE Foundation Director of Education, probably would do those visits.
She’ll send more possible SME PRIME® related PlastiVan® visit requests to Tom Miller.

Eve noted we’d like more SPE member participation at PlastiVan® sessions. Email PlastiVan.org to 
volunteer. She will put up on website. Eve and Tom will put more information on the website. 
Sandra reminded us that if we are on a visit we should take pictures and write up what is learned.

President Elect Fang Wang
House and Programs  Martin Popella
In discussion about calendar Rob proposed moving May 13 meeting away from AutoEPCON (May 
14).  After a brief discussion April 29, 2024 was set as the revised date.

Fang noted calendar was not on website, she is to send to him to put on site. Eve also noted TPO 



and AutoEPCON are not on website.
We do have to agree on a protocol for calendar. Neil did say that not having a Communications 
Chair did make this more difficult. Eve suggested maybe we put a calendar on a shared 
drive/central location for people to add dates.

Martin reported that he had several different alternative speakers for the Scheduled February 5, 
2024 TDM back out and February 5 TDM would not be held.

Membership/NextGen
Dr. Mahmoodul Haq/Laura Shereda

No report Dr. Haq currently in India on holiday. We think he has access to membership report, 
Laura and Rob do not have access but should.

Inter-society Bob Petrach



Future Cities judging is Tuesday January 23. Rob, Mary, Tom Miller, and Armando have volunteered 
with Bob to judge SPE Detroit Innovative Use of Plastics Award.

Next ESD Affiliate Council Meeting will be January 17, 2024 Bob will forward information (link to 
Zoom) when available, could also attend in person. Bob will update when details available.

Nominations/Elections CHAIR OPEN/Fang Wang/Bob Petrach
Action on officer elections to be determined as bylaws work on two year term progresses. Director 
election to be held in April.

Awards CHAIR OPEN/Fang Wang/Bob Petrach
Bob is acting Awards chair. He did stress we need someone who wants to do the job for multiple 
years and enjoys it as Nippani Rao and Pete Grelle did. It does need continuity.

 Dave Okonski  -HSM nomination no status update from SPE yet.
 Awards for 2022-2023 still to be distributed, working with Programs committee to find 

suitable dates. Need Laura bio information for Outstanding Member presentation.

AutoEPCON     May 14, 2024                Dave Okonski Sandra McClelland
No report

Communications  Fang Wang
Fang Wang will be chair working with a Communications team of Fang, Eve, Keith and Valerie 
Clayton working together to develop a process flow chart and cover the necessary tasks.
Newsletter Eve Vitale

Deadline for February Newsletter content to Eve is January 19.

Newsletter went out on December 12 and can be found at 
https://spedetroit.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/SPEDetNews_Nov23_12_10-FINAL.pdf
Plan is to do quarterly newsletters. 

Neil

https://spedetroit.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/SPEDetNews_Nov23_12_10-FINAL.pdf


stressed that we need calendar on the website. Eve said that they had started a process flow for 
that.
Neil also suggested that a profile of Bernd Henkelmann be done in the next newsletter. Eve 
stressed that the type of profile Lyle Beadle did was a more personal look at the person than a 
resume or Linked In profile.

External Audit –  Neil Fuenmayor
Neil reported that Montgomery & Company, PLLC completed Financial Audit.
SPE Detroit Section Independent Financial Audit[2022 –2023 Fiscal Year]Summary for Board

Rob thanked Neil and Tom for their efforts on the audit. Going forward we’ll have to determine 
frequency of external audits and make sure we have internal audit at least at every change of 
president and address areas for improvement.

Sassan suggested a summary of the audit for the Newsletter. Bob would do. (item from minutes)

Old/New Business                                                                                 Rob Philp

Rob reminded us that the next meeting was March, 11, 2024 at ACC (and Zoom)

Sassan moved to adjourn, Laura seconded. Meeting closed at 7:20.

Next BOD Meeting:  March 11, 2024 ACC Office  
Minutes respectfully submitted by Bob Petrach, Secretary SPE Detroit.

Agenda for this meeting follows. 



 


