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> Light weighting materials
> Sustainable material solutions
> Solutions for Electrification technologies including batteries, 

motors, e- drives, electronic control units, and fuel cell vehicles
> Additive Manufacturing
> Metal replacement
> New materials
> CAE/FEA analysis techniques
> Materials designed for  
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STUDENT POSTER  
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Ankil Shah, Toyota Motor North America

Joe Langley, S&P Global
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CONFERENCE CHAIRS
David Okonski, General Motors Company
Sandra McClelland, SPE Detroit Section
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PRESIDENT’S  
WELCOME MESSAGE

Spring is in the air, but despite lingering winter 
chill and flurries as I write (this is Detroit in 

May, after all!), we’re excited to get out, 
get busy, and enjoy. The SPE Detroit 
Section has not been dormant during 
the winter – the last few months have 
been quite active with our own events 
and supporting our partners’ endeavors. 

In keeping with our goals this year of 
Reinforcing our Core Values by returning 

to our full schedule, Fostering Collaboration 
and Cooperation by welcoming new Directors 

to our Board, and Nurturing Growth by focusing on 
SPE awareness and membership drives, we’ve continued 

moving along from our fast start to 2023 that I had previously noted 
in the last Newsletter. In addition to supporting partners such as the 
Engineering Society of Detroit (ESD) and ImplementAM earlier in 
the year, recent highlights over the last few months include:

> Three Detroit Section Board members, Sassan Tarahomi 
(Councilor), David Okonski (Past President) and Eve Vitale, 
supported the annual SPE ANTEC in Denver, Colorado held 
March  27 -30, 2023. ANTEC 2023 offered over 250 papers 
from academia and the plastics industry to 500 attendees.   
At our upcoming Board meetings, we will surely engage in their 
learnings, thoughts, and new ideas from this event.

> Our SPE Detroit Technical Program Series for 2023 continued 
with an event at Element Materials Technology in Warren, MI 
on April 24, 2023. We are appreciative of Element Materials 
Technology, one of the world’s leading global providers of 
testing, inspection, and certification services for a diverse 
range of products, materials, and technologies, for hosting 
our guests, and putting together an informative and engaging 
evening program. Todd J. Menna, Ph.D. - Engineering Manager  
(also President of SPE Milwaukee Section) presented Element’s 
wide-ranging capabilities in connected technology and mobility 
with a focus on battery design and electrification, including a 
facility tour. I would also like to recognize Martin Popella, one of 
our newest Detroit Section Board members – now our Programs 
Chair – for getting off to a fast start coordinating this event for 
us – great work! 

We’re especially excited by our upcoming events – I personally 
encourage all members to join us, learn, network with industry 
colleagues, and help us grow and succeed together. Over the next 
few months, these include:

> The 2023 SPE Auto EPCON (Automotive Engineering Plastics) 
Conference – May 2, 2023, at the Detroit Marriott - Troy Hotel 
in Troy, MI is presented by the SPE Detroit Section, along with 
the SPE Injection Molding and SPE Additive Manufacturing 
Divisions. This conference, now its 16th year, is hosted by 
Executive Chair, Ankil Shah - Vice President for Material 
Engineering and Performance Analysis and Evaluation at Toyota 
Motor North America R&D. 

• Ankil Shah will give the Executive Keynote on future mobility 
trends at Toyota.

• Two other keynotes will be given throughout the day by 
recognized industry colleagues, Joe Langley - Associate 
Director at S&P Global providing an in depth North American 
auto industry outlook, and Sandy Munro – CEO, Munro & 
Associates who will focus on plastics and future trends for EVs. 

• In addition to a Student Poster Session, the Technical Program 
will feature over 25 technical presentations in 6 Sessions, 
presented by the industry leaders through the engineered 
plastics value chain. 

• A panel discussion on Additive Manufacturing also promises to 
be a highlight. 

Don’t miss the chance to learn and network at this premier 
automotive plastics conference (details at www.4spe.org/events). 

> SPE Detroit Section’s Annual Golf Outing – June 20,2023  
at the Bay Pointe Golf Club, West Bloomfield, MI.  
A fun day of golfing and networking will feature 18 Holes, 
Contests, Door Prizes and Raffles, a grilled Lunch, and a full-
service Dinner following play. Secure your spot, foursome, or 
sponsorship at www.spedetroit.org.

As always, details for all of our upcoming events are on our website 
www.spedetroit.org, and many of the larger annual events such as 
the Technical Conferences we organize also have their own websites, 
as noted. Stay tuned for more details in the coming weeks/months 
regarding our summer and fall activities, including the 24th Annual 
SPE TPO Automotive Global Conference (www.auto-tpo.com) and 
the return of our annual Holiday Toy Drive. 

We’re looking forward to seeing you soon at one of these exciting 
events – all are welcome!

Neil E. Fuenmayor

NEIL FUENMAYOR, SPE DETROIT SECTION PRESIDENT
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7:00-8:15 

8:20-8:35

8:35-9:05 

9:05-9:15

9:15-9:25 
9:25-9:40 

Registration & Continental Breakfast

Opening Remarks(Auditorium): David Okonski, General Motors, Conference Chair

Conference Executive Chair:  Ankil Shah, Vice President for Material Engineering and Performance 
Analysis and Evaluation, Toyota Motor North America R&D  

Technical Program Overview: Sandra McClelland, Conference Technical Chair

Student poster session
Break

Salon A Salon B Dennison Salon

I. Additive Manufacturing II. Sustainability III. Simulation

9:40 - 

10:05
Optimizing Additive Mold Inserts 

with Simulation

Enabling Circularity:  
Mono-material Design for 
Automotive Applications

Lightweighting – Simulating the 
weight reduction strategies to 

enhance fuel economy

Jeffrey Higgins 
AUTODESK

David Schmitz
EVONIK CORPORATION

Anand Bora
MOLDEX3D NORTHERN AMERICA, INC.

10:05 -

10:30

Additive Manufactured 
Continuous Carbon Fiber 

Reinforced Thermoset Composites

Diminishing Boundary Between 
Fossil-Based and Sustainable ABS

Successful Metal Replacement with 
Advanced CAE-Simulations

Chad Ulven
NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY

Tom Chu
ELIX POLYMERS

Bernd Henkelmann, RADICI HIGH 
PERFORMANCE POLYMERS

10:30 - 

10:55

Liquid Crystalline Polymer 
Reinforced Wholly  

Thermoplastic Composites

Closed Loop Recycling of High 
Performance Fiber Reinforced 

Polyphthalamide

Injection Molding Simulation:  
What Can I Trust?

Cailean Pritchard
VIRGINIA TECH

Morgan Chamberlain
PURDUE UNIVERSITY

Jennifer Schmidt
AIM INSTITUTE

10:55 - 
11:20 Break

11:20 -

11:45

PANEL:  The use of Additive 
Manufacturing in the Automotive 

Industry, from the Shop 
Floor to Production

Sustainable Solutions for 
Lightweighting in EV and IC Engine 

Vehicle Structures

Break your limits - The  
Development of Foam Injected 

Molding Parts by using  
Simulation and its Optimization

Bobba Venkat
SABIC

Christoph Hinse
SIMPATEC INC.

11:45 -

12:10

Moderator: David Tucker, New 
Wave Mfg/Implement AM; 

Panelist:   Sophie Dower, Carbon;  
Prof. Michael Bortner, VA Tech; 
Jay Haubenstricker, Ford Motor 

Company; Andrew Roderick, 
Extol; Brent Ewald, Autodesk

HellermannTyton Expands 
Recycled Product Portfolio with 
Ocean Plastic for Automotive 

Parts

Plastic Part Shrinkage 
Compensation Workflows  
within Injection Molding 

Simulation Software

Anisia Peterman, HELLERMANN TYTON                         
Luis Giraldez, HELLERMANN TYTON

Timothy VanAst
AUTODESK

12:10 - 
1:00 Lunch

Agenda
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AgendaAutoEPCON 2023
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1:00 -
1:30

KEYNOTE:  
SPEAKER: Joe Langley, Associate Director S&P Global

1:30 - 
1:40

Break

Salon A Salon B Dennison Salon

IV. Materials
V. Flame Retardant Materials  

for E-Mobility
VII. Electrification

1:40 - 

2:05

Experimental Results from Laser 
Welding the Automotive Plastics 

PA6, PA66 and ABS

Novel Polyamide compounds for 
Structural & Flame Retardant 

applications in E-Mobility

Using High Performance Polymers 
to Improve Fuel Cell Efficiency

Benjamin Campbell
ROBERT  MORRIS UNIVERSITY

Jeremy Berger
ASAHI KASEI

Gill Biesold
SOLVAY
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2:30
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and Repair

Flame Retardant Automotive 
Parts: Materials Make The 

Difference!

Enabling Technologies for 
Automotive LED Thick Lens 

Molding           
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NIAR-WSU

Derek LaRock
RTP COMPANY

Valeo Lighting Systems

2:30 - 
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Break

Student recognition and awards

3:05 -
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KEYNOTE:  
SPEAKER: JSandy Munroe, CEO Munro and Associates
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Break
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PERFORMANCE POLYMERS AND 
ADDITIVES LLC

Doug Thornhill
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4:30
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fiber materials through valorization 
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Engineering Plastics for the Future: 
Materials to Meet Demands

Thermoplastic Composite 
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Yasmine Abdin
UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Tuesday Geeting
TEKNOR APEX

Tanner Alauzen
ALLEGHENY PERFORMANCE PLASTICS

4:30 - 
6:00

Networking Reception: Sponsored by SPE Detroit Section,
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AgendaAutoEPCON 2023
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NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
BOB PETRACH 
SPE DETROIT SECTION SECRETARY 

Officers for the 2023-2024 year were elected from and by Directors of the Board of SPE Detroit Section 
at the January 9, 2023 meeting. 

Officers for 2023-2024 with term beginning on July 1, 2023:

 President – Fang Wang
 President Elect – Rob Philp
 First Vice President – Dawn Cooper

 Second Vice President – Mary Gilliam
 Past President – Neil Fuenmayor
 Treasurer – Tom Powers
 Secretary – Bob Petrach
 Councilor – Sassan Tarahomi 
 Councilor is currently serving his second term as Councilor which will end at ANTEC in 2024.  
 An election for his replacement will be held early 2024.

CURRENT ELECTED DIRECTORS
TERM ENDING 6/30/2023 TERM ENDING 6/30/2024 TERM ENDING 6/30/2025
Todd Hogan Adrian Merrington Lyle Beadle
Armando Sardanopoli Sandra McClelland Mahmoodul Haq
Keith Siopes Tom Miller Martin Popella
 Tom Pickett Laura Shereda
 Eve Vitale Bill Windscheif

There will be five elected director positions open for term ending 6/30/2026. If you are interested in running 
for a board position please contact Lyle Beadle, Bob Petrach or Dave Okonski. Director nominations will be 
completed at the March 13 meeting with ballots going out soon thereafter.

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY 
http://www.4spe.org/membership/

Visit the main Society of Plastics Engineers’  website for 
up-to-date information on training, seminars, and other 
career-enhancing information.
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MARTIN W. POPELLA is a Dynamic Polymer Expert with strong 
background in application sales development and 15+ years’ experience in part 
development, injection molding and plastics materials. He has a strong technical 
background playing a vital role in the management, growth, and retention of global key 
accounts for a wide range of organizations. As an entrepreneurial and innovation driven 
manager dedicated to consultative value selling considering market segmentation and 
multiplication methods he became President and Owner of (MP)squared in January 
2022.  He excels at driving plastic products lifecycles with focus on strategic and smart 
implementation from purchasing to production and enhancing client experience and 
achieving customer loyalty supported with a strong global network and collaborative 
mindset in alignment with corporate needs. 

Before (MP)squared he was a national sales and business development manager 
for LEHVOSS North America in CT and was a global OEM manager at Celanese 
Engineered Materials in Germany. He also has work experience with Krauss-Maffei 

Technologies and Magna Exteriors in Germany. He has degrees in Electrical Engineering and Plastics Engineering from the University 
of Applied Sciences Rosenheim, Germany. He enjoys skiing, reading, cooking and cars.  See Martin Popella’s LinkedIn Profile here.

DR. MAHMOODUL HAQ  is an Associate Professor in the Department of 
Civil and Environmental Engineering (CEE) at Michigan State University (MSU). Dr. Haq 
was recently named the new director of the Michigan State University Composite Vehicle 
Research Center (CVRC). He also leads the group on ‘Tailorable Materials and Multi-material 
Assemblies,’ at the CVRC. He obtained his MS and PhD in the area of ‘Structural Engineering 
and Mechanics of Materials’ in CEE at MSU. He was awarded the governor’s gold medal for 
securing the top place among ~2000 students in the B.S degree in University of Madras, India.

Dr. Haq also holds Adjunct Professor positions in the departments of Chemical Engineering 
and Material Science, Electrical and Computer Engineering and Mechanical Engineering at 
MSU. He has research grants exceeding US $15.0 Million, holds 9 patents, and has 45+ peer 
reviewed articles, 200+ conference papers, and 25+ invited talks on aforementioned research 
topics. Among other things, Dr. Haq is currently leading a team that is focused on designing and 
developing a lightweight, all-electric, all-terrain, autonomous vehicle for the US Army Ground 
Vehicle Systems Center (GVSC).

Dr. Haq’s research includes funding from U.S. Army Tank Ground Vehicle Systems Center (GVSC, 
formerly TARDEC), U.S. Army Research Lab (ARL), Office of Naval Research (ONR), U.S. 
Department of Energy (DoE), US National Science Foundation (NSF) and American Chemistry 
Council (ACC). His research interests include multi- material joining, additive manufacturing, non-destructive evaluation (NDE), multi-
scale reinforced hybrid/tailorable composites, sustainable and green composites, and computational simulation of materials and structures.  
See Dr. Mahmoodul Haq’s LinkedIn Profile here.

WELCOME NEW SPE DETROIT 
BOARD MEMBERS 
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 For more information please contact Karen Rhodes-Parker at 248-244-8993 ext.3 or karen(at)spedetroit.com

DATE  EVENT LOCATION
May 2, 2023 Auto EPCON Detroit Marriott - Troy

May 8, 2023 Detroit Board Meeting ACC - 5750 New King Dr, Ste. 120, Troy 48098

June 19, 2023 Detroit Board Meeting MSU Management Ctr,  
   811 W Square Lake Rd, Troy 48098

June TBD Detroit Golf Outing Bay Pointe Golf Club,  
   4001 Haggerty Rd, West Bloomfield 48323

August 12, 2023 Detroit SPE Picnic American Legion Post 377 
   4819 Mary Sue Street, Clarkston 48346

October 1-4, 2023 TPO Global Automotive Conference  Detroit Marriott - Troy 

2023
PLANNED EVENTS

In the spirit of collaboration to promote the good work of SPE chapters and SPE HQ we will be listing events and conferences which may be of 
interest to our members and friends. 

DATE  EVENT  LOCATION
May 8, 2023 SPE Thermoset TopCon  Madison, WI

May 9, 2023  ESD Michigan Energy Efficiency Conference & Exhibition Suburban Collection Showplace, Novi, MI

June 12, 2023 ESD Golf Outing for Scholarships  Oak Pointe Country Club, Brighton, MI

June 19, 2023 SPE Automotive Board Meeting  Hybrid (Zoom & ACC Troy, MI)

June 26, 2023 SPE Chicago Golf Outing  Seven Bridges Golf Club, Woodridge IL

September 6-8, 2023 ACCE  Suburban Showcase, Novi, MI

September 18-20, 2023 SPE Color & Appearance CAD RETEC®  Columbus, OH 

October 10-12, 2023 SPE FlexPackCon®  Montreal, QC

October 10-12, 2023 SPE Vinyltec  Akron, OH

October 23-26, 2023 SPE Thermoforming Conference  Cleveland, OH

 

2023 SPE CHAPTER & SPE HQ PLANNED EVENTS
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A virtual SPE Council Meeting was held on October 31, 2022, with Dr. Jason Lyons, SPE President 
welcoming more the 51 attendees (mostly Councilors). This was the last Councilor meeting for Dr. Lyons. 
The next meeting will be at ANTEC 2023 with Bruce Mulholland presiding as the SPE President. 

Dr. Lyons presented a slide on 2021 SPE Vision and Mission and explained the SPE Impact, Value, 
Operational Excellence and Inclusivity. 

Next, Dr. Lyons talked about the how the SPE Foundation’s new partnership with the Girl Scouts of 
Northeast Texas was enhancing the reputation of SPE. This partnership created a positive plastics education 
program about polymeric materials and color science so girls could earn a COLOR YOUR WORLD 
WITH POLYMER SCIENCE patch.

COUNCILOR’S REPORT FALL 2022 
DR. SASSAN TARAHOMI  
SPE DETROIT SECTION COUNCILOR 

Girl Scouts in Dallas Texas spent 
a day with the PlastiVan to earn 

their Polymer Science patch
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Dr. Lyons further explained SPE’s new ESSENTIALS OF MANAGEMENT & LEADERSHIP IN 
PLASTICS six-month virtual program starting in October 2022 and running through March 2023. This 
program is intended for early to mid-level career professionals looking to become leaders at their companies 
and in the plastics industry. No other Leadership Certificate program exists that is specifically designed for 
those in the plastics industry. 

Next, Pat Farrey, SPE CEO talked about Knowledge Sharing and the new SPE staff member Dr. Ivan Lopez 
hired to lead the program. Pat further explained the launch of the SPE “Weeks of Learning” with tutorials 
and presentations about Coloring Plastics, Flame Retardants, Injection Molding, Plastics Processing, 
Rotational Molding, and Building and Infrastructure.

Dr. Lyons, continued with a slide about the increased engagement and networking of members. He 
explained that SPE had nine (9) events in 2020, 24 events in 2021 and 50 events for 2022.

Following Dr. Lyons, Dr. Scott Eastman, SPE VP of Chapters, reviewed the SPE code of conduct to 
emphasize SPE’s commitment to following the Code of Conduct at all activities. Please see page 14 for 
more information on the Code of Conduct. 

Next, Dr. Jaime Gomez, SPE Immediate Past President covered the SPE Director election process and 
the efforts by SPE volunteers in running the election under his leadership.  The SPE Executive Board 
has recommended Conor Carlin, the Managing Director at Illig North America for the position of the 
President-Elect and the election committee recommended four equally qualified candidates for the three 
council appointed directors.  All four candidates were interviewed by the council members immediately 
after the Council meeting. The recommended candidates, Todd Bier, Account Manager, Palmer Holland, 
Inc., Praveen Boopalachandran, Research Scientist, Dow Chemical, Barry Morris, Managing Director, BA 
Morris Consulting, LLC and Lynzie Nebel, Upstream Quote Engineer, Cytivia.  Dr. Gomez announced that 
the election will be on Monday, November 14 through Wednesday, November 16.

In closing, Dr. Jason Lyons thanked everyone for their time and dedication to SPE and announced the next 
Council meeting will be held at the 2023 SPE ANTEC on March 27, 2023, in Denver, CO.  

COUNCILOR’S REPORT CONTINUED

Dr. Sarah Skidmore

PlastiVan® has shifted gears 
to PlastiVideo™! 
If you’d like to sponsor a visit or bring virtual 
plastics education to your community contact us. 

Julie Proctor, PlastiVan Program Coordinator
jproctor@4spe.org

www.plastivideo.org



IRVIN EMERSON POSTON was born on January 5, 
1933, to his parents W. Irvin Poston and Martha Barnhill Poston 
of Attica, Indiana. He peacefully passed away on May 30, 2021 in 
Southfield, Michigan. He was the loving father of Janet Poston, 
Patricia Tribby (Scott), Steven Poston (Kathy), and David Poston 
(Barb), and is also survived by his grandchildren Lisa Davis, Karyn 
Ledbetter, Benjamin Tribby, Laura Tribby, Jake Poston, Allison 
Poston, Monica Poston, Katherine Poston, Kelly Poston, Donald 
Poston, Henry Poston, and his great-granddaughter Lily Davis. 
He was preceded in death by his wife of 62 years, Lois Little 
Poston, and by his sister Margaret “Peggy” Poston. 

During his years in Attica, Irv was known as “Sonny”. At the age of 
twelve he began to play the drums and marimba, and he continued 
to play percussion instruments for as long as his health allowed. 
Around the same time, “Sonny” became interested in magic, and 
he and his friend Jerry established the Poston & Clements Magic 
Show. They performed at a variety of venues until their graduation 
from High School. Irv continued to perform the same tricks and 
tell the same corny jokes for the next 65 years at birthday parties, 

family reunions, and 
church events. As a 
child, he also developed 
a love for model trains, 
and he collected new 
engines and train cars 

for the remainder of his life. 
Irv kept a very busy schedule 
during his high school years. He 
was active in Student Council, 
Band, Glee Club, Latin Club, 
and Sci-Math Club. Summers 
were spent at Culver Academy 
in northern Indiana. During this 
time he won many awards in 
music and math competitions. 
Irvin E. Poston graduated from 
Attica High School in 1950 as the class valedictorian. 

After high school Irv attended Purdue University in nearby West 
Lafayette, Indiana. He played snare drum in the Purdue Marching 
Band and played timpani in the Symphony Band. Irv also joined 
Sigma Nu Fraternity and other , as well as several scholastic and 
honorary fraternities. In 1954 he graduated from Purdue with 
a degree in Mechanical Engineering, and married Lois Little of 
Lowell, Indiana a few weeks later. Irv added a master’s degree in 
Industrial Engineering in 1955 and that summer began work as an 
engineer at the Allison Division of General Motors in Speedway, 
Indiana. In 1958, Irv was transferred to General Motor’s new 
Technical Center in Warren, Michigan. 

He became a pioneer in the field of plastics, and over the 
years earned the reputation of being one of the world’s leading 

experts on plastics and 
composites. Irv was 
Manager of Plastics/
Composites for GM 
during most of his 
professional career, and 

Irv Receiving SPE Award, 2016
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In its 44th year, The Gold Award has honored presidents of 
companies and leaders of industry, professors and engineers, 
entrepreneurs and innovators for their dedication and 
commitment to their professions.
— 2015 Gold Award Recipient, Irvin E. Poston, PE, FESD



gave speeches throughout the U.S. and Europe regarding the application 
of plastic in the automobile industry. Over the years he received numerous 
awards from the Society of Plastics Engineers and the Engineering Society of 
Detroit. Irv retired from GM at the end of 1996. 

Beyond his profession, Irv was very active at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Birmingham, serving as an Elder and Deacon, chairing various committees, and 
sharing his musical talents. He also contributed a significant amount of time 
to the Furniture Resource Center of Pontiac. However, Irv always found time 
to spend with his family and enjoy his hobbies. In 1982, Irv and Lois purchased 
a condominium in South Haven, Michigan, and they tried to spend as much 
time there as possible until their mobility became limited. Irv especially loved 
to visit the local bakery each morning, and make hot fudge sundaes each 
night. He also enjoyed taking his grandchildren to feed the ducks. After over  
62 years of marriage, Irv’s wife Lois died in 2017. 

Later that year Irv moved into Sunrise Senior Living in Bloomfield, Michigan. 
He thrived at Sunrise and became involved with activities including baking, 
gardening, arts & crafts, and Bingo. Unfortunately, his health declined during 
the isolation of the 2020 pandemic, and he was moved to a Nursing Home  
in 2021. 

During the course of his life Irv’s hobbies include opera, classical music, 
computers, audio-visual equipment, model trains, magic, playing bridge, and 
playing timpani with the Pontiac and Rochester Symphonies. To his family and 
friends, the life of Irv Poston will always be associated with plastics, magic, 
trains, computers, and hot fudge sundaes. But more importantly he will be 
remembered for his kind and loving spirit, his sense of humor, and his devotion 
to his family! 

A memorial service was held at noon on Monday June 7, 2021 at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, Michigan. Memorial tributes to 
Skyline Camp and Retreat Center or Furniture Bank of 
Southeastern Michigan. 
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A Tribute to a Good Friend and SPE Colleague

Irv Poston, long-time SPE Detroit Section board 
member, great supporter of plastics and composite 
materials, and a friend to many of us passed away in 
May 2021.  

Irv retired from a successful career at General Motors 
in 1996 but he continued his volunteer work with his 
church, SPE and played timpani with the Pontiac and 
Rochester Symphonies. He was a renowned plastics 
expert worldwide. He received the SPE Fellow Award 
in 2014. He is the father of automobile polyurethane 
bumper. He was behind the conversion of automobile 
bumpers from steel to polyurethane.

Irv was a SPE Detroit Section emeritus board member. 
He was responsible for preparing the Newsbrief – 
Trends & Topics e-communication and the Elections 
and Nominations Committee for the SPE Detroit 
Section. He was a dedicated board member who loved 
being an SPE member. Even though he moved to a 
retirement home in late 2017, he continued to fulfill 
his responsibilities and even attended many SPE board 
meetings, events and gatherings by getting a ride from 
his close friend Dr. Norm Kakarala. 

He is gone, but he is not forgotten. His calm and gentle 
voice of wisdom will always be with us to guide us.

 — Dr. Sassan Tarahomi

Irv Having Fun Despite Covid-19 
Quarantine, July 2020

Technical Dinner Meeting Sept 16, 2013 at Schoolcraft College



SPE DETROIT 2022-2023 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The SPE DETROIT EDUCATION COMMITTEE awarded $47,450 IN SCHOLARSHIPS to thirteen 
students from three Michigan universities for the 2022-2023 school year. Ferris State University took the 

top spot with six awards, including the new Pete Grelle scholarship which went to Carter Doran. Michigan State 
University had four awardees including Abdo Korayem, SPE Detroit Future Leader Scholar, and Alex Kepros, Delta 

Polymers Scholar, and Kettering University had three awardees including Kimberly Betty, Reginald Bell Scholar, and Tanisha 
Francis, SPE Detroit Women to Watch Scholar. 

Students must be enrolled at either a four-year college/university or two-year community college degree program pursuing a 
career directly related to plastics (i.e. Plastics Engineering, Polymer Engineering/Science, Packaging Engineering, Material 
Engineering/Science, Composite Materials and Structures, Chemical Engineering, Chemistry or Mechanical Engineering).

They must be an active SPE student member including active membership in an SPE Student Chapter if applicable and maintain 
a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 2.8 (4.0 scale) from the prior school year. Bonus consideration is given for 
SPE leadership and plastics internships or co-op experience. 

Please help spread the word to your colleagues and friends about the program. We’d love to see more applicants from eligible 
colleges and universities. Find more info about the program on our SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PAGE or contact Tom 
Miller at MillerTL(at)comcast.net.  

 
INAUGURAL PETE GRELLE AWARD RECIPIENT 
CARTER DORAN
Ferris State University, Plastics Engineering Technology — $6,000

“Let me start off by saying thank you so much for this scholarship. This really means a lot 
and will help me so much with the remainder of my schooling.” — Carter Doran

“I would like to express my sincere thanks to the SPE Detroit Section for a most amazing and 
thoughtful memorial to my dear beloved Pete who so enjoyed being a part of various SPE activities 
and functions for so many years. This scholarship is indeed a special honor as education in plastics 
was so very important to him! He enjoyed teaching and sharing his knowledge with his students 
at Schoolcraft College as well as training workshops with engineers and 
technicians at Ford and other plastics companies. 

I hope that we will have an opportunity to meet at a future SPE  
function so that I may personally thank everyone involved in making this 
scholarship possible. 

Again, thank you and SPE for honoring Pete in such a special way! I know 
he would have been so very touched by this.

Sincerely, Angela Grelle” 

2022 SPE DETROIT TOP SCHOLARS

www.SPEDetroit.org14



4TH ANNUAL WOMEN TO WATCH  
AWARD RECIPIENT

TANISHA FRANCIS
Kettering University, Computer Engineering — $6,500

“Thank you so very much. I am beyond grateful and honored to receive 
this prestigious award. I look forward to meeting you and the rest of the 

team at the family recognition event.” — Tanisha Francis

15www.SPEDetroit.org

8TH ANNUAL DELTA POLYMERS  
AWARD RECIPIENT
ALEX KEPREOS 
Michigan State University, Civil  Engineering — $4,500

“I am honored and humbled to be receiving this opportunity. Thank 
you and the whole committee so very much!” — Alex Kepreos

8TH ANNUAL REGINALD BELL  
AWARD RECIPIENT
KIMBERLY BETTY
Kettering University, Mechanical Engineering — $5,500

“Thank you very much. I am very happy to have been selected  
for this award.” — Kimberly Betty

6TH ANNUAL FUTURE LEADERS  
AWARD RECIPIENT
ABDO KORAYEM  
Michigan State University, Civil Engineering — $6,500

“I am beyond grateful for your consideration and recognition! I will most certainly 
be using this award as the leg up that will keep me going forward to greater lengths. 
With greatest gratitude.” — Abdo Korayem

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM Continued



SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM Continued

GRADUATE STUDENTS

SYED FAHED HASSAN 
Michigan State University,  
Mechanical Engineering — $2,750

 CHELSEA WALTERS
Kettering University,  

Industrial Engineering — $2,500

5TH YEAR SENIORS

MICHAEL ROGOWSKI  
Ferris State University,  
Plastics & Polymer Engineering Technology  
— $2,500 

NOLAN HOUGHTELING
Michigan State University,  

Mechanical Engineering — $2,500

SENIOR

JARED HEGENAUER 
Ferris State University,  
Plastics & Polymer Engineering Technology   
— $2,500

JUNIORS

KRISTYN KENNEDY
Ferris State University,  
Plastics & Polymer Engineering Technology 
— $2,200

HALEY DOBBYN
Ferris State University,  

Plastics & Polymer Engineering Technology  — $2,000

SOPHOMORE

ROBERT HENDRICKSON 
Ferris State University,  
Plastics & Polymer Engineering Technology  
— $1,500

HONORING MORE 
SPE DETROIT SCHOLARS

JARED HEGENAUER 
Ferris State University,  
Plastics & Polymer Engineering Technology   
— $2,500

ROBERT HENDRICKSON 
Ferris State University,  
Plastics & Polymer Engineering Technology  
— $1,500

www.SPEDetroit.org16
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SPE FOUNDATION 
SCHOLARSHIP REPORT

Dear SPE Detroit Section,
The SPE Foundation is pleased to share a report of your 2022 SPE Detroit Section 
Scholarships. Thank you for supporting these outstanding scholars.
Togegther, we awarded 77 scholarships to 51 individuals totaling $191,875 in 2022. 
We appreciate your contribution to this impact and are especially grateful for your 
continued collaboration.
Dan, Kayla, Zachary, Michael and Jimon benefit greatly from your support and 
generosity, as demonstrated in their thank you notes. We hope you enjoy reading 
about your impact and their educational and career goals.
Thank you for your continued investment in our future workforce!
Sincerely,

Eve Vitale, Chief Executive 
SPE Foundation

2022 SPE DETROIT SECTION SCHOLARSHIP REPORT
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2022 SPE DETROIT SECTION SCHOLARSHIP REPORT



19www.SPEDetroit.org

MICHAEL 
KNOBLAUCH

MICHAEL 
KNOBLAUCH
MICHAEL 
KNOBLAUCH

JOMIN 
THOMAS

JOMIN 
THOMAS

JOMIN 
THOMAS

2022 SPE DETROIT SECTION SCHOLARSHIP REPORT
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The 2022 TPO Conference was a great success thanks to our 54 sponsors, 60+ presenters, 47 planning volunteers, and 615 
attendees! The theme of sustainability and future mobility was covered by 5 keynotes, 7 technical sessions and 2 tutorials. 

This year we added a new component and welcomed students who are part of the Ecotek Lab in Detroit compete in a poster 
contest. Many of the student presenters (aged 13-17) were awarded Arkema SPE Junior Researcher funds by the SPE Foundation 
which were used to enhance their projects on display.

A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE NEW MEMBERS  
OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE!

• Mark Allen – Dow
• Nancy Cliff – BASF
• Bill Coy – Mankiewicz Coatings, LLC
• Drew Geda – Hyundai-Kia America Tech. Center
• Mark Lapain – Advanced Composites Inc.
• Dr. John Mara – Amfine Chemical Corp. 
• Dr. Dave Patel – Mitsubishi Chemical
• Mark Pilette – Magna Exteriors
• Murali Reddy – CpK
• Andrew Sanders – Borealis Compounds
• Dr. Bhavesh Shah – Lion Elastomers
• Matt Sprouse – Washington Penn Plastic Co.
• Beth Talaga – Dow Chemical
• Austin Wagenhals – Ford Motor Company
• Catherine Wilson – Ford Motor Company
• Charlie Yang – LyondellBasell

2022 TPO RECAP
NEIL FUENMAYOR, 2022 CONFERENCE CO-CHAIR

2022 SPE TPO GLOBAL AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERED POLYOLEFINS  CONFERENCE SPONSORS:

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––   P L A T I N U M  S P O N S O R S  ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––   E X H I B I T O R S  –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
シンボルマークと英文正式社名ロゴタイプとの組み合わせ 

Please use the idea.

↓

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  GOLD S P O N S O R S  –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

LANYARD SPONSOR ––––––    ADVERTISOR ONLY –––––– 
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SESSION CHAIRS
EXTERIOR TRIM &  
STRUCTURAL APPLICATIONS
Mark Pilette, Magna Exteriors
Charlie Yang, LyondellBasell
Andrew Sanders, Borealis Compounds

PROCESS ENABLING  
TECHNOLOGIES
Matt Sprouse, Washington Penn  
Plastics Co., Inc
Dr. Suresh Shah, SPE Fellow,  
Plastics “Hall of Fame” Inductee

SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS  
& PARTS
Mike Balow, Auxin Consulting, LLC
Murali Reddy, CpK
Mark Allen, Dow

POLYOLEFIN ELASTOMERS  
& VULCANIZATES
Dr. Bhavesh Shah, Lion Elastomers
Dr. Dave Patel, Mitsubishi Chemical
Dr. Nadeem Bokhari, Sumitomo Chemical

MATERIALS DEVELOPMENT
Mark Jablonka, Dow
Peter Glenister, LyondellBasell
Catherine Wilson, Ford Motor Company

PERFORMANCE ADDITIVES  
& COLORANTS
Nancy Cliff, BASF
Dr. John Mara, Amfine Chemical Co

INNOVATIONS IN  
AUTOMOTIVE INTERIORS
Dr. Pravin Sitaram, Haartz Corporation
Austin Wagenhals, Ford Motor Company
Hoa Pham, Sonoco Products Company

STAFF SUPPORT
Karen Rhodes-Parker,  
SPE Detroit Section

CONFERENCE SECRETARY
Lyle Beadle, Advanced Innovation  
Solutions, Ltd.

TREASURER 
Tom Powers, Delta Polymers – Retired

HOUSE
Bill Windscheif, Advanced  
Innovative Solutions, Ltd.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Bill Windscheif, Advanced 
Innovative Solutions, Ltd.

CONFERENCE FEEDBACK
John Haubert, Stellantis
Karen Rhodes-Parker,  
SPE Detroit Section

TECHNICAL SESSION  
COORDINATION
Bill Coy, Mankiewicz  
Coatings, LLC

SCHOLARSHIPS
Ermanno Ruccolo,  
Sumika Polymers NA
Sanjay Patel, SABIC
Dr. Norm Kakarala, 
Inteva Products, LLC – Retired
Bill Windscheif, Advanced 
Innovative Solutions, Ltd.
Dr. Sassan Tarahomi,  
Alterra Holdings
David Okonski,  
General Motors Company

PROCEEDINGS BOOK
Jill Houser, JPI Creative
Laura Shereda, Asahi Kasei Plastics
Dr. Norm Kakarala,  
Inteva Products, LLC – Retired
Neil Fuenmayor, LyondellBasell
Karen Rhodes-Parker,  
SPE Detroit Section

AUDIO/VIDEO
Rob Philp, Sirmax
Mark Allen, Dow
City Events Group

ADVERTISING/PR
Beth Talaga, Dow
Catherine Wilson, Ford Motor Co.
Austin Wagenhals, Ford Motor Co.
Keith Siopes, Sumika Polymers NA
John Haubert, Stellantis
Rob Philp, Sirmax
Karen Rhodes-Parker,  
SPE Detroit Section
Jill Houser, JPI Creative

WEBSITE
Rob Philp, Sirmax
Rob Smuck, Big Water Media
Lyle Beadle, Advanced Innovative  
Solutions, Ltd.
David Okonski, General Motors Co.
Rob Philp, Sirmax
Karen Rhodes-Parker,  
SPE Detroit Section

 
CONFERENCE CO-CHAIRS
Neil Fuenmayor, LyondellBasell
John Haubert, Stellantis
Bill Windscheif, Advanced Innovative Solutions

TECHNICAL PROGRAM  
CO-CHAIRS
Dr. Norm Kakarala, Inteva Products LLC - retired
Mike Balow, Auxin Consulting, LLC
Dave Helmer, General Motors Co.

SPONSORSHIP CO-CHAIRS
Dr. Sassan Tarahomi, Alterra Holdings 
David Okonski, General Motors Co.

2022
PLANNING COMMITTEE

21www.SPEDetroit.org
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My dear SPE members, the SPE Code of 
Conduct was developed to ensure SPE 

members conduct themselves in a 
professional manner at SPE events or 
better yet, at any event. The SPE Code  
of Conduct is available on the SPE  
website and  is printed here in 
its entirety for your reference. 

Please read it and abide by it. It’s 
our code of conduct and we need 

to adhere to it completely when we 
meet virtually or in person, be it a meeting  

or an event.

EVENT CODE OF CONDUCT 
All attendees, speakers, sponsors, vendors, partners, SPE staff 
and volunteers at ANTEC® and its events, or any SPE event that 
is virtual or live, are required to adhere to the following Code of 
Conduct. Event organizers will enforce this Code throughout the 
SPE events. 

Our aim in hosting an SPE event is to build a stronger community. 
Our goal is to create an environment where everyone feels 
welcome to participate, speak up, ask questions, and engage 
in conversation. This requires a harassment free and inclusive 
environment that recognizes the inherent worth of every 
participant. We invite all those who participate in an SPE event 
to help us create a safe and positive experiences for everyone. 

We are dedicated to providing a harassment-free environment for 
everyone, regardless of gender, gender identity and expression, 
age, sexual orientation, disability, physical appearance, body 
size, race, ethnicity, or religion (or lack thereof), marital status, 
nationality, political affiliation, ability status, educational 
background, or any other characteristic protected by law. We do 
not tolerate harassment of participants in any form. Harassment 
includes but is not limited to inappropriate or intimidating 
behavior and language, unwelcome jokes or comments, unwanted 
touching or attention, offensive images, photography without 
permission, and stalking. Disruptive or harassing behavior of any 
kind will not be tolerated. Sexual language and imagery are not 
appropriate during any aspect of the event/conference, including 
talks, workshops, parties, social media such as Twitter, or other 
online media. 

Following a Code of Conduct allows SPE to create the best 
experience possible for all attendees. 

EXPECTED BEHAVIOR: 
• Exercise consideration and respect in your 

 speech and actions. 

• Attempt collaboration before conflict. 

• Refrain from demeaning, discriminatory, or harassing 
behavior and speech. 

• Be mindful of your surroundings and of your fellow 
participants. Alert SPE staff if you notice a dangerous 
situation, someone in distress, or violations of this Code of 
Conduct, even if they seem inconsequential. 

• While at an SPE event no participant should engage in 
harassment in any form. 

Sanctions may range from verbal warning to ejection from the 
meeting without refund, to notifying appropriate authorities. 
Retaliation for complaints of inappropriate conduct will not be 
tolerated. If a participant observes inappropriate comments or 
actions and personal intervention seems appropriate and safe, 
they should be considerate of all parties before intervening. 
Participants asked to stop any harassing behavior are expected to 
comply immediately. 

REPORTING AN INCIDENT: 
Alert SPE staff if you notice or experience a dangerous situation 
or a violation of this Code of Conduct, or see someone in distress 
even if it seems inconsequential during the event.  Please seek out 
the nearest SPE team member to escalate your complaint. If you 
see, overhear or experience a violation of the Code of Conduct 
during an event, please seek out the nearest SPE team member 
to escalate your complaint. If you cannot find a team member 
or would like to report a violation after an event, you may email 
wecare@4spe.org. 

CODE OF CONDUCT 
DR. SASSAN TARAHOMI  
SPE DETROIT SECTION COUNCILOR 



DETROIT SECTION
SOCIETY OF PLASTICS ENGINEERS, INC.
5750  New King Dr, Suite 120  
Troy, MI 48098

Click on www.SPEdetroit.org on any page to go to our website.

Click on hyperlinks and Sponsors’ Advertisements 
to go to websites for more information.

Click on the Bookmark icon in the left-side Navigation Panel  
to go to specific places in the Newsletter.

DETROIT SECTION EXECUTIVE BOARD AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2022-2023

Dr. Mary Gilliam 
Mary.gilliam(at)gm.com

Todd Hogan 
tahogan(at)dow.com

Rob Philp 
rphilp(at)sirmax.com

Armando Sardanopoli 
asardanopoli(at)live.com

Sandra McClelland
smcclelland(at)spedetroit.org

Adrian Merrington, PhD
adrianmerrington(at)gmail.com 

Tom Miller
millertl(at)comcast.net

Tom Pickett 
tomjpickett(at)yahoo.com

Keith Siopes 
keith.siopes(at)gmail.com

Eve Vitale 
Eve.vitale(at)series1one.com

Lyle Beadle
lbeadle4747(at)gmail.com

Dr. Mahmoodul Haq 
haqmahmo(at)egr.msu.edu

Martin Popella
mpopella(at)mpsquared.net

Laura Shereda, PhD 
lshereda(at)akplastics.com 

Bill Windscheif 
bill(at)ais-limited.com
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TERM ENDING 6/2023 TERM ENDING 6/2024 TERM ENDING 6/2025 ADMINISTRATIVE
Karen Rhodes-Parker 
karen(at)spedetroit.com 
248.244.8993/ 
248.244.8920 
www.spedetroit.org 
www.auto-TPO.com 
www.4spe.org

TITLE NAME COMPANY O/W PHONE EMAIL

President Neil Fuenmayor LyondellBasell – Retired 734.929.8911 fuenmayor.neil(at)gmail.com

Past President David Okonski General Motors  248.521.9101 david.a.okonski(at)gm.com

President Elect Fang Wang, PhD Sun Chemical 248.832.1597 dragonfly428(at)gmail.com

1st Vice-President Rob Philp Sirmax 248.716.0657 rphilp(at)sirmax.com

2nd Vice-President Dawn Cooper General Polymers Thermoplastics Materials LLC 248.390.2499 dcooper1010(at)gmail.com

Councilor Dr. Sassan Tarahomi Alterra Holdings 989.335.0060 starahomi(at)comcast.net

Secretary Bob Petrach Safety Technology – Retired 248.703.5995 robertpetrach(at)aol.com

Treasurer Tom Powers Consultant 248.877.0689 tpowers47(at)live.com

Director Emeritus Tom Powers Consultant 248.877.0689 tpowers47(at)live.com 

Director Emeritus Norm Kakarala Inteva Products – Retired 248.840.6747 sriman.kakarala(at)gmail.com

Advertising/ Eve Vitale SPE Foundation 810.814.6412 eve.vitale(at)series1one.com 
Sponsorship Fang Wang, PhD Sun Chemical 248.832.1597 dragonfly428(at)gmail.com

AutoEPCON Sandra McClelland Solvay – Retired 586.292.1794 smcclelland(at)spedetroit.org   
 David Okonski General Motors  248.521.9101 david.a.okonski(at)gm.com

Awards VACANT   

Communications/Web   VACANT   

Education Fund Sandra McClelland Solvayy – Retired 586.292.1794 smcclelland(at)spedetroit.org 

Golf Outing Dawn Cooper General Polymers 248.390.2499 dcooper1010(at)gmail.com 
  Thermoplastics Materials LLC

Historian Bob Petrach Safety Technology – Retired 248.703.5995 robertpetrach(at)aol.com

House/Programs Martin Popella (MP)squared LLC 248.520.5928 mpopella(at)mpsquared.net  

Intersociety Bob Petrach Safety Technology – Retired 248.703.5995 robertpetrach(at)aol.com

Material Auction Dawn Cooper General Polymers 248.390.2499 dcooper1010(at)gmail.com 
  Thermoplastics Materials LLC

Membership Laura Shereda Asahi Kasei Plastics North America 517.294.5683 lshereda(at)akplastics.com

Newsletter Eve Vitale SPE Foundation 810.814.6412 eve.vitale(at)series1one.com

e-Communications  Keith Siopes Sumika Polymers 248.797.4607 keith.siopes(at)gmail.com

Nominations/Elections Fang Wang, PhD Sun Chemical 248.832.1597 dragonfly428(at)gmail.com

PlastiVan & Essay Contest  Tom Miller Channel Prime Alliance  810.986.6131 millertl(at)comcast.net 
 Todd Hogan Dow 989.636.5303 tahogan(at)dow.com

Public Interest Dawn Cooper General Polymers 248.390.2499 dcooper1010(at)gmail.com 
  Thermoplastics Materials LLC

Scholarships Tom Miller Channel Prime Alliance  810.986.6131 millertl(at)comcast.net  

TPO Conference Neil Fuenmayor LyondellBasell – Retired 734.929.8911 fuenmayor.neil(at)gmail.com

Webmaster Rob Philp Sirmax 248.716.0657 rphilp(at)sirmax.com 
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