Society of Plastics Engineers Detroit Section Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
Meeting Location
American Chemistry Council
5750 New King St.
Troy, MI 48098

February 10, 2020 Board Meeting
Remote Location
None

Call-In Information
US: (712) 832-8330
Pass Code: 5855927

Attendance/ Voting – Marc Bahm, Lyle Beadle, Dawn Cooper, Neil Fuenmayor, Pete Grelle - Armando has
proxy, Wayne Hertlein, Norm Kakarala, Adrian Merrington (ph), David Okonski, Bob Petrach, Tom Pickett,
Irv Poston, Nippani Rao (ph), Armando Sardanopoli, Suresh Shah, Laura Shereda, Sassan Tarahomi, Eve
Vitale – Bill has proxy, Fang Wang, Bill Windscheif. 20 /26 voting.
Also in attendance – Karen Rhodes-Parker, Rob Philps
Board members not in attendance and unable to arrange proxies Richard Broo, Laura Correa, Todd Hogan,
Sandra McClelland, Tom Power, Keith Siopes

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: The meeting was called to Order at 5:30 by President Laura Shereda.
Approval of Meeting minutes for November 11, 2019.

Laura Shereda asked if everyone had reviewed the minutes that were sent out today for review and if there
were any additions or corrections. Bill requested we go back to having report files embedded. Bob explained
that embedded files do not show up in pdf file that is posted to web. But for official copy and copy for Board
of Directors review, that he will do the file with embedded report files.
Suresh moved minutes be approved, Dave seconded. Motion passed by voice vote.

Councilor’s Report – Sassan Tarahomi

Sassan reviewed Katy Schacht’s minutes from SPE Council fall meeting November 14-15, 2019

Sassan highlighted some items
•

•

•

VP Dworshak mentioned that we have a $492K deficit and shrinking membership. Sassan stressed
that he has been encouraging a balance budget. Pickett asked if SPE took out a loan to make budget
expenses. Sassan confirmed this and the use of investments.
Governance task force revision that was put forward - Sassan did not support it as directed by this
Detroit Section Board members. Motion for the board to remain the same and becomes the
governing body. Motion passed with two opposed.
• Pat Farrey reviewed ANTEC which is being held in San Antonio TX this year.
Connor Carlin raised the issue of negativity towards plastics. He feels that we need to do something
about the negativity surrounding plastics is a problem. Councilor B. Kapur doing nice job with

•
•
•
•
•
•

Sustainability and need to find best practices. Sassan objected to the resistance of the board to
fight negative media output on Plastics in general and is seeking assistance to fight naysayers. Tom
Pickett mentioned that PIA, Plastics in Industry, are working to subdue negative press about plastic
refuse.
o Laura announced that we were tabling this discussion. Passion involved around the subject
carried on for a bit before Laura was able to move on with business at hand for this meeting.
Several sections voted to be moved to provisional status, and some to be eliminated (Toledo).
Next meeting is March 28-29, 2020.
There is a review of Programs in a Keep, Fix, and Kill modes listed on slide.
Incoming President Jaime Gomez gave update on a “student centric” event.
For now - Programs to Keep ANTEC, PlastiVan®, Foundation, The Chain, Student Memberships.
o SPE Foundation gave 113,250 in scholarships
Programs to Kill: E-Newsletter, Career Center, Mentor Programs, Journals, Chapters outside
America.
o Tom Pickett noted that the list changes – ANTEC has previously been on the “Kill list” but
was successfully fixed instead.

Treasurer’s Report - Tom Powers

Laura reviewed Tom's reports, nothing out of the ordinary or unexpected. It was noted that we did not have
a budget set for Next Gen, but had spent money ($1536.13 for Bowlero) approved by the board for Next
Gen activities.
It was noted that Bill is still assistant treasurer and they are also working with Laura Correa

President Elect – Dawn Cooper
Programs – Sassan Tarahomi
Sassan reviewed upcoming 2019-2020 SPE Detroit Section Events highlighting
• Detroit Section Events – through June 23, 2020, concluding with Golf Event.
• May 2020 event has cancelled and needs a replacement event.

•

New event April 20, 2020 – Schoolcraft College, SA Engineering Technical Center tour
o
Marc needs this flyer for the web
Kelly pointed out that the PCS event flyer needed a correction to the listed speaker

•

Don’t forget Material Auction on February 28 at MGM Grand 5 PM.

•

TPO report –Neil Fuenmayor

Nominations and Elections Irv Poston

Irv reviewed elections and nominations procedure and then we conducted election for officers and
nominations for Councilor and Board of Directors for 7/2020-6/2023 term. Results are in embedded file.

A summary of the discussion
Laura is automatically Past President
Dawn Cooper is automatically President
Bill Windscheif was nominated for President Elect.
Dave Okonski was nominated for First VP, accepted and confirmed.
Tom Powers was nominated for Treasurer,
Bob Petrach was nominated for Secretary
Neil Fuenmayor was nominated for Second VP, by Lyle Beadle, seconded by Laura Shereda, confirmed.
Irv presented this slate to the Board and the Board confirmed these as officers for 2020-2021.
Councilor, Sassan Tarahomi willing to take position again and was nominated by Bill and seconded by Lyle
Directors for Ballot: Need to elect no more than five.
Those chosen to be on the ballot
• Mark Bahm
• Rob Philp
• Namrata Salunke
• Armando Sardanopoli
• Keith Siopes
Neil Fuenmayor does not need to run as he will be second VP. Eve Vitale said that she does not want to run
again for Director. Todd Hogan has not responded to outreach for Directors job. A sixth board member can
be appointed by President if there is a need
It was stressed that Bios be to Nippani by February 15.
• All nominees for Director and Councilor must have a bio (approx. 100 words) including education,
work summary, and significant accomplishments (particularly with SPE).
• A “head & shoulders” photo (jpeg preferred).
• Email by Feb. 15, 2020 to:
Nippani Rao, nippanirao@aol.com
• Contact Nippani with questions: 248-444-1753

First Vice President - Bill Windscheif
Communications
E-Communications (part of the Communications Committee) Irv Poston
Irv reviewed his report

SPONSORSHIP: Bob Petrach – presented the presentation of information used with prospective
advertisers.

Upper Peninsula and Northern Lower Michigan are part of Detroit section and underserved. Much updating
is required (membership numbers and number of newsletter editions are down, Scholarship Benefits are
not discussed. The costs to advertise were thought to be high and uncompetitive and will be reviewed. It
was noted that except for Chase Plastics, advertisers had not been taking advantage of the advertorial (an
article that lets them expand on all or part of their business).
We are looking for assistance to help secure new participants. Wang Fang offered to assist and will take the
lead. Laura will also assist to bring Wang Fang up to speed. Chris Surbrook (Midland Compounding) and Bob
Petrach will speak with Wang off line. Karen will be handling invoicing in the future at direction of the
committee.
TPO WEBSITE: Sometime in November the TPO website was hacked and was out of operation for over a
month. At Sassan’s request, Rob Philp has assumed chair role of this sub- committee. Rework of Website –
with Big Water Media and Rob Philp is in progress. Rob showed some of the initial concepts for the TPO
home page. Content needs to be dynamic so it maintains ‘fresh’ appearance. New format will allow
advertising of current and new information day to day at conference. Top web-bar has time countdown
until TPO conference starts next October 4-7. Inquiries for further information will require entering of email
address. Dynamic headline will scroll actively moving from one image to another. Needs to be mobile phone
friendly for conference attendees. Laura Shereda thanked Mark Bahm for his past contributions on the TPO
website care.
Laura wanted to demonstrate what the TPO group is doing, and perhaps consider a revamp of the Detroit
Section Website as well. She asked if this is something we are interested in doing and updating? We will
discuss and bring up at next meeting to consider a new launch. Laura stated the Board should think
strongly about doing a refresh for our section website. We may ask Rob Philp to work on Detroit Section
Website as well. Sassan strongly suggests we pursue this ASAP. More discussion is required and will be on
the agenda for the March meeting.

Material Auction – Dawn Cooper

Dawn reviewed her report
Eve managed to contact her people. As of this afternoon, we have over a truckload of material to
auction. LyondellBasell – Pete Glennister is working on materials for auction. Venue is secure, MGM is
offering discounting rooms for those wanting to stay overnight. Date is February 28, 2020. Board members
are welcome at no charge. The event starts at 4:30 PM.

Intersociety Report – Wayne Hertlein

Wayne reviewed his report highlighting the Future Cities event. Sassan also gave a special report on Future
Cities.
Incorporation of Plastics Materials Award was won by Defer Elementary School in Grosse Point Park (second
year this school won award). This was the 25th year that ESD has sponsored this the Future Cities Event.
This year’s them was Clean Water: Tap into Tomorrow. Wayne has Identified 5 schools to qualify for
PlastiVan® visits and will get contact information to set up visits. Engineering Society of Detroit has 91
Affiliate members, Wayne showed benefits of affiliate membership. March 18, 2020 are the Gold Award
Presentations. Sassan said that all school presentations were very good and exciting. First Place winner – St.
John Lutheran School – Rochester MI. Both files embedded here.
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Second Vice President – Dave Okonski
Education -Sandra McClelland – Laura reviewed the report for Sandra

Looking for mentors for the scholarship winners. We need to reach out to those
scholarship winners after graduation to keep them involved.
PlastiVan® visits, we still need a list of scheduled visits. It would be good to have board members at those
visits.
University of Michigan – Presentation to the Michigan Material’s Society was given by Laura Shereda,
Sandra McClelland, and Tom Miller. Outreach program – Sandra and Laura are following up with details.
Sassan Tarahomi reviewed the First Robotics competition that Fenton Area School Middle School Team
participated in at Kettering University Dec 7, 2019. They came in second overall. Detroit Section supported
with $490. Michigan has highest number of teams for Robotics competition.

Schoolcraft – Armando Sardanopoli

Armando Sardanopoli reported that current enrollment is thirteen (13) students. Open House tours March
13th and April 14th. Several promotional visits scheduled to various facilities. There will be a hard hat tour
of new facility on Feb 13th for the Schoolcraft Board. Additional tours planned for local manufacturing
companies. Schoolcraft College is trying to attract donations. His full report is embedded below.

Old/New Business

Dr. Laura Shereda

Topics for the next meeting scheduled for March 2nd are primarily for Schoolcraft College presentation and
discussion and Website development information by Rob Philp. Meeting will be abbreviated but necessary.
List of items to we wish to discuss with Schoolcraft College will be sent to discuss sent to Schoolcraft College
Administration.

Adjournment:

Norm moved to adjourn and Sassan seconded. Motion passed. Meeting Adjourned at 7:42 pm.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Bob Petrach (with large assist by Lyle Beadle)
NEXT Meeting Day & Date: March 2, 2020 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Meeting Location
American Chemistry Council
5750 New King St.
Troy, MI 48098
Appendix – Agenda follows next page

February 10, 2020
Join Zoom Meeting

Remote Location
None

Call-In Information
US: (712) 832-8330
Pass Code: 5855927

Call in number:

1 646 876 9923
Meeting ID:

Detroit SPE Planning Meeting
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5:00 PM
5:00 PM
5:30 PM

Laura Shereda

5:40 PM
5:45 PM
5:55 PM

President
Dinner
Meeting Call to Order
Welcome and Introductions
Approval of Minutes
Counselor’s Report
Budget and Register

6:00 PM
6:00 PM

President Elect
House and Programs

Dawn Cooper
Sassan Tarahomi

Laura Shereda
Laura Shereda
Bob Petrach
Sassan Tarahomi
Tom Powers

... [1]

6:10 PM
6:20 PM

TPO Conference
Nominations and Elections

Neil Fuenmayor
Irv Poston

6:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:40 PM
6:45 PM
6:50 PM
7:15 PM

First Vice President
Newsletter/Advertising
E-Communication
Sponsorship
Website Discussion
Materials Auction

Bill Windschief
Eve Vitale
Irv Poston
Bob Petrach
Rob Philp
Dawn Cooper

7:20 PM
7:20 PM
7:30 PM
7:35 PM

Second Vice President
Education
First Robotics
Schoolcraft Update

Dave Okonski
Sandra McClelland
Sassan Tarahomi
Armando

7:40 PM
7:50 PM

Old/New Business
Meeting Adjourned

Laura Shereda
Laura Shereda
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